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Responsible forestry – a strength for Finland 



Multiple layers of sustainability

• Agreements and conventions on a global level

• Legislation: domestic, EU

• Practices, guidelines and infrastructure

• Market based tools; certification



Nordic forest sector is a forerunner in sustainability

• First forest law in Finland in 1886

• Changes through decades to reflect the values of the society

• An extensive package of new forest acts and related decrees 
2014 

• The most comprehensive reform process for decades

• Rigorous implementation and monitoring 



National Forest Strategy 2025

• Defines the main elements of Finnish forest policy 

• Prepared with NGOs and other stakeholders 

• Forest Biodiversity Action Programme for Southern Finland 
2008–2025 METSO supplements the National Forest Strategy 



The Finnish Bioeconomy Strategy

Came into effect in 2014

Cooperation: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

Ministry of Employment and the Economy 
Ministry of the Environment 

National Forest Strategy supports the implementation of the 
Bioeconomy Strategy



Forest protection and sustainable use

complement each other



Multi-layered practices ensure sustainability -
forest certification complements legislation





Global PEFC –certified area
– 307 million ha
- 49 countries



Accommodating multiple goal sustainability

Ecosystem services are benefits produced by nature→
products and services

http://www.metsa.fi/ekosysteemipalvelut

Source:Metsähallitus



Sustainable use of forests
– much more than wood production
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